Normal venous anatomy and collateral pathways in upper extremity venous thrombosis.
Collateral pathways are well known in superior vena cava occlusion but not in axillary or subclavian vein occlusion, even though these occlusions are becoming more common. In a series of 127 arm venograms obtained for suspected venous thrombosis, the authors found 32 instances of subclavian or axillary vein occlusion. The authors reviewed the cases for site of occlusion and definition of collateral pathways. In 15 cases, the occlusion was in the subclavian vein, with collateral flow established chiefly via veins in the neck. Ten cases of axillary vein occlusion with chest wall collateral pathways were identified. Seven cases could not be categorized. Knowledge of these pathways is useful for accurate interpretation of upper extremity venograms. A more thorough understanding of venous pathways in the upper body may aid in the treatment of patients with chronic disease and longterm indwelling central venous catheters.